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Reading - Writing - Speaking



Back to School Night 

Presentation

For Parents of 

students from 

Periods 5, 6 and 7
This presentation is the year’s 
curriculum for both distance 
learning and traditional 
classroom learning.



Contacting the Teacher and Teacher Website



Reading: novels, short stories, poetry, articles, essays, etc.
Novels:

● The Outsiders

○ by S.E. Hinton

● Call of the Wild

○ by Jack London

● Tangerine

○ by Edward Bloor

● The Giver

○ by Lois Lowry

● Teacher approved novels for book 

projects/reviews/reports

Materials:

Various informative texts from selected 

articles, essays and media 

presentations.

Fictional texts including short stories, 

poetry and narratives.

Study Sync curriculum reading materials.

Articles from Newsela website.



Writing: short stories, poems, essays, reports, responses, etc.
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Speaking: types of 
● Three (or more) presentations 

throughout the year.  A minimum 

of one each trimester. 

● Book review presentations

● An argumentative speech

● An informative speech

● Small group/partner presentations

● Large group/whole class 

discussions

● Small group discussions
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Grammar and Conventions of Writing
● This school year grammar will 

require the use of the following 

materials and programs:

● Study Sync Grammar Units

○ Worksheets available to 

students through Google 

classroom

● No Red Ink Website

● Khan Academy Website 

● Each is used for practice lessons, 

quizzes, diagnostic testing

Editing Process

● Using peer and teacher feedback, 

students will review the importance 

of fixing errors in their own work 

for standard English writing 

expectations.

● Students will be expected to follow 

MLA (Modern Language 

Association) formatting guidelines 

when submitting papers to Google 

classroom and otherwise.



Vocabulary
● Academic Vocabulary

● SAT Prep Words

○ Completed in unit packets 

through google classroom

● Bi-weekly vocabulary packets of 20 

words including study of…

○ Word usage

○ Definition of word

○ synonyms/antonyms

● Spelling lists 

○ 20 words every two weeks.

● Greek and Latin Roots

○ 2 roots per week

○ 50 roots total

● Must know…

○ meaning of root

○ words using the root

● Will use online sites to study for 

root word and spelling

○ Quizlet.com

○ Spellingcity.com



End of Year Portfolio Project
If we return to school campus:

     Students will create a professional 

presentation of their work in a portfolio 

format established by the teacher.

     Students are expected to meet all the 

requirements for this project.

     Work required will be original written 

work by the student in the form of poems, 

essays, book reviews, stories, narratives and 

research reports.

     This is a required end of year assessment 

and counts toward the third trimester grade.

Redoing Written Work for a           

Better Grade or Score:

Written work may be redone either by 

the request of the teacher or by the 

request of the student within one week 

of receiving the graded and returned 

assignment. 

At the student’s request, teacher must 

be notified the student would like to 

redo the assignment, be granted 

permission to do so, and email/notify 

the teacher within one week the 

assignment has been re-submitted. 



Grading Policy 
Grading Policy:  Honors Eligibility requires students to maintain a B or better average 

each trimester.

Each assignment is given a point value and is graded using the percentage scale listed 

below. Some assignments are given more weighted point totals than others depending 

on the thoroughness required. Students may be required to redo an assignment if it 

does not meet the expectations (such as sloppy work, incomplete, did not follow 

directions, etc.) before a grade is given. Any assignment that is, or required to be, 

“redone” must be turned in within one week (7 days) of receiving the initial score and 

attached to its original assignment. For Honors English 7, any writing 

assignment receiving below a C average grade must be redone.  



Late Work
Late work is not acceptable and actually creates more stress and workload for the 

student. If there is a specific reason that an assignment will not be turned in on time, 

contact the teacher prior to the due date and up to only one week may be given for 

turning it in. Before its due date the student must notify the teacher of the late 

submission, including the title and original due date of submission. If a student does 

not notify the teacher beforehand of a late assignment, the earned assignment score 

will drop one full grade for every day it is late and will not be graded at the same times 

as others.

During Distance Learning, all student work must be turned in and submitted through 

Google Classroom assignments.  Students should not email work to teacher unless 

asked to do so.



Dear Parents:
Thank you for being the support on the homefront.  You are the 
reason schools are able to move forward with educating.  You 

are the reason teachers can move forward with teaching 
students.   For your time and patience during this time I am 

humbly grateful.  Please join me via email during Back to School 
Night, Wednesday, September 2, between the hours of 6-7:45 

PM.  I look forward to answering your questions.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Ruskauff


